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At a Court of Quarterly Sessions continued and held for Prince William County the second day of November 1830. Present, Richard Foote, Redmon Foster, and John Fitzhugh, Thomas C. Thornton & John W. Williams, gentlemen justices.


The Court this day proceeded as a Court of Oyer and Terminer to the trial of negro girl Eliza the property of Anna Ward charged with Felony and Burglary (the called court heretofore summoned & having failed to meet) and assigned Nathaniel Tyler her counsel, Whereupon the attorney for the Commonwealth came into court and filed an information against her in these words Vizt.


“Virginia, Prince William County to Wit: Be it remembered that John Gibson Jr. attorney for the Commonwealth for the County of Prince William being present here in court this second day of November in the year Eighteen Hundred and Thirty  gives the court to understand and be informed as a Special Court of the Commonwealth of Oyer and Terminer composed of the justices of the peace of the County of Prince William duly organized according to the provisions of the Act of the General Assembly of Virginia in such case made and provided for the trial of Slaves charged with Treason or Felony and for the said Commonwealth giveth the Court to understand and be informed that a certain Negro girl  named Eliza late of the County aforesaid the property of one Anna Ward of the County aforesaid on the seventh day of September in the year aforesaid, about twelve o’clock at night of the said last mentioned day being a person of a wicked mind and disposition, with force and arms at the county aforesaid the dwelling house of one Anna Ward there situated feloniously and burglariously did break and enter with the intent the goods and chattels of the said Anna Ward in the said dwelling house then and there being then and there feloniously and burglariously to steal take and carry away  and then and there one trunk containing silver coin and bank notes to the value of one hundred and forty two dollars. To wit money in silver coin to the value of three dollars and bank notes to the value of one hundred thirty nine dollars of the goods chattels and property of the said Anna Ward in the dwelling house aforesaid then and there being found feloniously and burglariously did steal take and carry away against the Peace and dignity of the Commonwealth and against the form of the Act of the General Assembly of Virginia in such case made and provided.

 And the said attorney giveth the court further to understand and be informed that a certain Negro Man named Charles late of the County aforesaid the property of one Sarah Courtney  of the said County aforesaid being a person of wicked mind and disposition on the night of the seventh day of September in the year aforesaid about the hour of twelve o’clock before the committing of the said felony and burglary in manner and form aforesaid. To wit on the seventh day of September in the year aforesaid about the hour of twelve o’clock at night of the same day with force and arms at the county aforesaid did feloniously and maliciously incite move procure, aid and abet, counsel here and command the said Negro girl Eliza to do and commit the said felony and burglary in manner and form aforesaid against the form of the Act of the General Assembly of Virginia in such case made and provided and against the peace and dignity of the Commonwealth.








John Gibson Junior Attorney








for the Commonwealth for the County








of Prince William


And upon the information aforesaid the said Eliza was arraigned and upon his arraignment pleaded not guilty and for his trial put himself upon God and this Court. And the Court proceeded to examine Sundry Witnesses for the Commonwealth. On consideration whereof are unanimously of opinion that the said Eliza is guilty of the offence wherewith he stands charged. It is therefore considered and ordered by the Court that he be remanded to Jail the place from whence she came and there to remain until the day of her Execution and from thence taken to the place of Execution and hanged by the neck until she be dead on the first Friday in January next between the hours of 10 o’clock in the morning and four o’clock in the afternoon of that day. And the Court is of opinion that the said Negro Eliza is worth three hundred dollars.


The following was the Evidence taken in this case: Commonwealth against Slave Eliza the property of one Anna Ward charged with Burglary. The evidence of Anna Ward – On Tuesday night the seventh of September 1830 a trunk belonging to her the said Anna Ward containing in bank notes ninety dollars which was in a small red Moroceo pocket book a good deal worn and forty or forty five dollars in bank notes in a linen bag, the latter was in five dollar notes, there was some silver in the trunk but amount not known was taken from her house. The Thursday night after the said Tuesday night she had occasion to go in a chest which contained the said trunk and after searching for the key of the chest which could not be found another key was found which opened it and she then discovered the trunk with the contents to be gone and upon calling upon her servants to come to her the others came but the prisoner did not knowing that no stranger knew where the key was and could not have been in she charged prisoner with it, who positively denied having taking the trunk but upon witness stating to her that she believed her guilty and that she would send for Mr. Clary (who is a justice of the peace) for her son and son in law and that she was sure she had the money & that it would send her to jail, and upon asking her what she had done with the trunk she replied she had given it to Grandison Turner, she then told her she did not expect she had given it to Turner as witness had understood Turner was gone, but she insisted she had given it to him, and that he had promised for fifty dollars to carry her (and another slave) to a free State to get married. Prisoner then told where the key of the trunk was, and upon witness going to the place described found the keys. Prisoner further said when she took the trunk out Tuesday night she concealed it till everyone had gone to bed when she met Turner at the stable who took the trunk to Mrs. Courtnies and said he had opened the trunk he said there was not fifty dollars in it but forty two dollars and a half and she must go back and get more she said she then returned and took a small trunk that witness used to keep change in and said she took from the pocket of witness the key of the latter trunk & the watch of the witness which was hanging over a mantel piece in the room & carried both to Turner who told her as she said that the watch was not worth much and would be missed early in the morning and that the small change would also be missed too early in the morning. Whereupon she said she brought back the latter trunk and the watch. On Wednesday morning witness discovered in the small trunk a number of papers receipts untied and laying loosely in the trunk which witness cannot then account for. Prisoner said she had carried her clothes out Tuesday night in order to go off and her clothes were found next morning bundled up. Prisoner said Grandison Turner was gone to his uncle Thomas Turner in the neck.


William A. Williams another witness for the Commonwealth.. When witness got a note from Mrs. Ward to attend he did so on the Friday morning after the Tuesday night before spoken of, and on his way with prisoner to Mr. Clary’s the justice of peace she the prisoner acknowledged she had taken the trunk and witness neither threatened her or promised any advantage in order to obtain said confession. Prisoner also made to his witness a statement in relation to Grandison Turner corresponding in substance with the statement made by Mrs. Anna Ward. Which evidence is ordered to be made a part of the record








Jno Gibson Jr.








Attorney for the Commonwealth

At a Court of Quarterly Sessions continued and held for said County, November 4th 1830. Eliza a negro Slave who was on the second day of this court condemned to death for felony and burglary is recommended to the mercy of the Executive.

To James S. Jackson constable to execute:

The following papers are filed in this case. Prince William County to wit: To the Keeper of the Jail of said county.  Whereas Eliza a Negro girl the property of Anna Ward. Charles Grandison Turner and a Negro man Slave named Charles the property of (blank space) hath been arrested on a charge of felony. Therefore on behalf of the Commonwealth I command you that you receive the said Negro girl Eliza, Charles Grandison Turner and negro Charles into your custody in the said Jail, there to  remain till they be delivered from your custody by due course of law. Given under my hand and seal at the said county this 11th day of September 1830



Michael Cleary (seal)

Prince William County to Wit:


To the Sheriff of said County – Whereas Charles Grandison Turner, a servant girl named Eliza, the property of Anna Ward, and a negro man Slave named Charles the property of (space blank) and lately in the employ and occupancy of Sarah Courtney hath this day been committed to the Jail of the said county of Prince William by my warrant, charged with felony and it appearing to me that the felonious offence wherewith they stand charged ought to be examined into by the county court, therefore, on behalf of the Commonwealth. Inquire you, that you summon at least eight of the justices of your said county, to meet at the Court House on Saturday the 18th of September 1830 and then and there to hold a court for the examination of the fact with which the said Charles Grandison Turner, the servant girl Eliza, and the said negro man slave Charles stands charged, and for such other purposes concerning the premises, as is by law required & directed and that you have then & there this writ. Given under my hand and seal at Occoquan in the County aforesaid this 11th day of September 1830.








Michael Cleary (seal)

Sheriffs return on the last mentioned warrant,g

Executed – B. Cole D.S. for Jno. Hooe Jr.


I Philip D. Dawe clerk of the County Court of Prince William do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the record of the proceedings in the case of the Commonwealth against Eliza. Given under my hand this 9th day of November 1830








Teste
P. D. Dawe Cl. Cur.

