Prince William County Clerk’s Loose Papers

Trial and Jury for 4 March 1824 - 

George Carney against Enoch Reno


Pleas before the worshipful justices of the Court of the County of Prince William at a quarterly session continued and held at the Court house of the said County on the 4th day of March in the year 1824. Be it remembered, that heretofore, to wit: at rules held in the Clerk’s Office of the said Court at the Court house of the said County, for the month of April 1820 George Carney by Walter Harrison his attorney, filed in the said office with the clerk of the said Court, his bill against Enoch Reno in a plea of trespass on the case where bill follows in these words:


Prince William County to Wit: - George Carney complains of Enoch Renoe in custody &c. of a plea &c. for the said defendant before and at the time of the making of the promise and undertaking herein after mentioned was indebted to the said plaintiff in a certain sum of money, to wit, the sum of one hundred dollars and thereupon heretofore to wit upon the (blank) day of October 1818 at the County aforesaid, in consideration of the grievances and that the said plaintiff at the (not legible) and request of the said defendant would for---- to institute a suit against the said defendant to recover the value of a certain horse the property of the plaintiff, which the Slave and servant of the said defendant had killed and destroyed to wit on the (blank) day of October 1818 at the County aforesaid, he the said defendant undertook and then and there faithfully promised the said plaintiff to pay him the aforesaid sum of money the value of the horse aforesaid when he the said defendant should be thereunto required, and  the said plaintiff __  that he confiding in the said promise and undertake of the said defendant so made as aforesaid, did forbid and give time to pay the said sun of money to wit, the sum of one hundred dollars, yet the said defendant not regarding his said promises and undertakings but continuing and craftily and subtly intending to deceive and defraud the said plaintiff in that respect  (although often requested so to do) hath not as yet paid the said sum of money or any part thereof but hath wholly neglected and refused and still does refuse to the damage of the $100 therefore he brings suit.  J. Doe and R. Roe pledges to prosecute, signed Wm. Harrison


(page torn and part missing) And afterward to wit at rules held in the clerk’s office of the said County Court at the Court house of the said County for the month of May 1820 came the plaintiff by his attorney and the said defendant failing to appear and plead, on the motion of the plaintiff by his attorney. It is ordered that judgment be entered for the said plaintiff against the said defendant for what damage the plaintiff hath sustained by occasion of the defendants breach of the promise in the declaration mentioned which damages are to be inquired of by a jury. And afterwards to wit. At a Court of quarterly session continued and held for said County, August the (blank) 1820 came as well the plaintiff by his attorney as the defendant by Thomas M. Hewett his attorney, and on the motion of the defendant who pleaded non assumpoit?, to which the plaintiff replied generally, whereupon ___ (not legible) was joined the judgment and writ of Inquiry awarded in the case are set aside.


And afterward to wit At a County Quarterly Session continued and hold for said County March 1821 This cause (not legible) continued on the motion and at the costs of the defendant and afterwards to wit. At a Court of Quarterly Session and continued and held for said County August 8th 1822 this cause was continued.


And afterwards to wit. At a Court of Quarterly Session continued and held for said County November 7th 1822 this cause was continued.


And afterwards to wit. At a Court of Quarterly Session continued and held for said County June 1823 this cause was continued on the motion and at the costs of the plaintiff.


And at a Court of Quarterly Session continued and held for said County August 7th 1823 came the parties aforesaid by their attorneys and thereupon came also a jury to wit: Vincient Wiatt, William Bowen, John H. Dye, Thomas Brawner, John Maddox, John S. Fairfax, Sanford Pickett, Joseph Crouch, Craven Peake, James W. Scott, Joseph Butler, & James Howison who were elected, tried and sworn the truth to speak of and upon the issue between the parties aforesaid joined and the plaintiff by his counsel in the case produced in evidence to the jury to prove and maintain the issue joined on his part a witness who said that he was at the house of the defendant some time since when the defendant said that he had told Carney the plaintiff that he  need not be uneasy at the death of the mare which was supposed to have been killed by a servant of the defendant that if he would rest easy he would pay the plaintiff for the mare and sell the boy his slave, who had killed her, that he was such a villain that he would not keep him for he had killed two other horses before the same way he had killed that one, the witness further understood the defendant to have said to the plaintiff that if he would not take up the boy or prosecute him as I understood the defendant that he would pay the plaintiff for the mare, the witness was told by the defendant that he had paid the plaintiff $20 & should not pay him anymore. He likewise introduced another witness who said that some time in the year 1818 the plaintiff and the defendant came to his house and the defendant requested the witness to undertake to sell for him the boy who had killed the mare of the plaintiff & told him the sum of fifty dollars were intended to be taken on from the price to satisfy the plaintiff for the loss of the mare aforesaid, he sold the Negro boy for the sum of  $715 the money remained in the hands for some time during which time the plaintiff borrowed of him $20 & gave an order to him on the defendant which was accepted & paid by the defendant when he received the price of the boy, which money is the same spoken of in the testimony of the first witness, witness also proved that after payment of the said $20 the defendant in a conversation with him confessed? a wish that he the defendant had at the time he paid the said $20 paid $30 more which would have satisfied as he said the plaintiff claim and the said defendant says that the aforesaid matters in form aforesaid to the jurors shewn (not legible) --- evidence by the said plaintiff is not sufficient in law to maintain the said issue joined on the part of the plaintiff and that the said defendant to the matter aforesaid shewn in evidence hath no necessity nor is he bound by the laws of the land to answer and this he is ready to verify wherefore for want of sufficient matters in that behalf in evidence to the jury aforesaid shewn the said defendant ---(not legible) judgment and that the jurors aforesaid be discharged from giving any verdict upon the issue & that the plaintiff be barred from having a verdict and the said plaintiff saith that he hath given sufficient matter in evidence to which the defendant hath given me answer &c. and thereupon the said jury returned a verdict in these words “We the Jury (part of page missing) plaintiff and asses his damage (another part of page missing) $30 subject to the opinion of the court upon the demurrer filed. James W. Scott foreman” and the court not now being advised what judgment to give in the premises take time to consider thereof and now here this day to wit. At a Court of Quarterly Session continued and held for said county on the aforesaid 4 day of March 1824. Came the parties aforesaid by their attorneys and the court having maturely considered the matter of law arising upon the (not legible) to evidence and the arguments of counsel doth overrule the same therefore it is considered by the court that the plaintiff recover against the said defendant the sum of  thirty dollars the damages aforesaid by the jurors aforesaid in form aforesaid found and his costs by him about his suit in this behalf e----- and the defendant in money &c.

Plaintiffs costs $45.81, Defendants costs $12.17 

